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VI.

Executive Summary
We worked to implement a qualitative study exploring three constructs (teacher passion, global
perspectives, and professional commitment) in a group of teachers who had participated in an
international professional development experience during the Summer of 2018. Through this
opportunity, we created the interview protocol, solicited participants, obtained human subjects
research approval, interviewed participants, themed data, and created scholarly submissions. The
three poster abstracts we submitted, to the American Association for Agricultural Education
national research conference, were accepted and we had the opportunity to present them in Des
Moines, Iowa (74 research posters accepted; 69% acceptance rate). This also gave us the
opportunity to attend the entire research conference. Upon our return, we authored a journal
article, which was submitted to the Journal of Agricultural Education.

VII.

Major Accomplishments
(1) Submission of 3 poster abstracts to American Association of Agricultural Education national research
conference
(2) Presentation of 3 poster abstracts to American Association of Agricultural Education national research

conference

(3) Submission of 1 journal article to the Journal of Agricultural Education

VIII. Expenditure of Funds
Item

Cost

Requested $4414
Tape-A-Call recording app
$32.45
Rev.com transcription service
$126
Undergraduate membership to the American
$40
Association for Agricultural Education (2@$20)
Registration for American Association for
$850
Agricultural Education National Research
Conference (1@$350 and 2@$250)
Airfare, hotel, meals for American Association
$2925.79
for Agricultural Education National Research
Conference (3)
Total $3974.24
Remaining $435.76

IX.

Impact on Student Learning
Jana Russell-Although previously involved in undergraduate research, having the opportunity to
apply for the Baker Koob Endowment gave me experiences I would have otherwise had while
attending Cal Poly. The application process itself, along with the steps needed to gain IRB approval
have prepared me for tasks I will need to be completing while in graduate school. Additionally, my
co-author and I were much more involved in the entire process, from developing the instrument, to
conducting research, and then analyzing the results. Finally, a large portion of the endowment
funds allowed us to present three posters at a national conference, an experience that not only
allowed us to practice presenting, but also network with professionals in the field of our research.
We concluded our project with a peer-reviewed journal article, which is something that I will be
able to refer to for the rest of my time in academia.
Sierra Taylor-Before participating in the Baker Koob Endowment Program, my experience with
research was limited and specific to my subject content area of English. I had been trained on
exactly what, how, and when to conduct research and how to appropriately convey my findings via
a literature review. Now with this new experience, my knowledge of the various types of research,
differing strategies and ways of collecting data, and most notably the impact one's findings has on
MANY professions is the largest take away I have from this program. I can now differentiate
between a qualitative and quantitative research article and can define the various types of
qualitative research and methodologies behind one's frame of thought. This is especially important
given my field of interest in Education, where many articles are published within the qualitative
research sector. Just last week at my program orientation I was able to discuss a qualitative
research article and explain why the intended methodology of an ethnography was so relevant and
unique in this researcher's case. I could identify and discuss why it is so important to collect data is
a variety of ways and from multiple researchers to eliminate bias and establish credibility. This
experience has not only provided me with new knowledge, but it has been eye opening in it's

impacts on my intended field of interest and can be something I take with me throughout my entire
career as an educator.

